


BiG CIRCLE

= RS04

AN

SUMMER 2011

TABLE OF CONTENTS

A Bob Hope Primary School student reads an English book to a Japanese student from Aisho
Gakuen at Urasoe City Library May 26. 5A26H. BiRMIIEEET. BEHZEOEREICE
BORERATHITHMRT - R—TINERDETE,

4 | JOINT EXERCISE
Chubu Hospital's ‘Doctor Heli*
joins casualty transport training

6 | FUN DAY TOGETHER
Henoko Track and Field Meet
Sports Day unites two communities

8 | BOOK READING
Children’s books connect
American and Japanese students

10 | COMMON GOALS
U.S. and Japan law enforcement
officers work together

12| BUSINESS CHANCE
U.S. Forces present job op-
portunities to local businesses

Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

18 | RECYCLE COMPETITION

Barracks compete to reduce
waste and increase awareness

14 | LEARNING TRADITION 19 | EVENT CALENDAR

American sanshin player
receives teacher qualification

16 | GOOD DEED
18th LRS Airmen and civilians
clean Cape Zanpa Beach Park

16 | JARHEAD JARGON

20 | READER RESPONSE
21| CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

BiG CIrRCLE

K E Txiii

Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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‘Dancing’ Criminal Investigation Technician

In this edition, the Big Circle in-
terviewed Takako Iha, the supervisory
investigation technician with the Crimi-
nal Investigation Division, Provost
Marshal’s Office for Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler. CID is a law enforcement
agency for the U.S. Forces. Please also
read the story about CID on page 9.

How would you describe your job?

I supervise Japanese criminal
investigators. They are the ones
who do the actual hard work. I stay
behind the scenes and set the stage
for them.

I joined the CID in 1993 as a
criminal investigator. Back then,
Japanese investigators were mainly
assisting American investigators by
providing translation services. In

1996, a series of larceny cases arose,
and all American investigators were
consumed in the case, so I and the
other Japanese investigator took
charge of remaining cases.

CID leadership saw Japanese
employees could carry out investiga-
tions and decided to send us to Fort
McClellan, Ala., for the CID special
agent course.

Now, all Japanese investigators
go through the same trainings as
American investigators and even
work on regular Marine Corps cases,
interviewing Marines.

What is it that has kept you moti-
vated to stay with CID forso long?

I want to help crime victims,
especially children and women

who suffer from abuse. Also, I want
to help offenders turn over a new
leaf and start a new life. I have seen
some offenders who were in fact
victims, too.

I have been able to keep this
tough job thanks to the support
from the wonderful colleagues and
supervisors. I am also thankful for
the opportunities I have been given
for the training and job experience.

What was the biggest challenge
foryou?

It is hard to say because each
case is different and poses a differ-
ent challenge, often an unexpected
one. We are especially very careful
when any case involves local citizens.
We always consult with Japanese

law enforcement authorities about
Japanese Criminal Law or how we
should conduct investigations.

Could you tell me about your fam-
ilyand hobby?

I have two sons. The elder son is
in the Navy and lives in San Diego.
He has two daughters and one son.
I just went to the U.S. for the birth
of my third grandchild. My younger
son goes to a university in Okinawa.
My husband is a civilian and works
for II Marine Expeditionary Force.

Currently, belly dancing is my
passion. I have been dancing for
about four years now and went
to Egypt and Turkey to learn the
dance. Iwill perform at the Ishikawa
Hari festival.

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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Editor’s note: Past editions of Big Circle are available online at www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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I want to thank the U.S. Forces for their prompt rescue operations in
the aftermath of March 11 earthquake, tsunami and nuclear plants
disasters. Thanks to the Big Circle, I could learn about the details of
their supportive activities.

The spring edition also taught me that Japanese products and
Okinawan vegetables are popular at the commissaries on base. I often
see foreigners (apparently, Status of Forces Agreement personnel)
shopping at local markets run by an agricultural association. It seems
to me that there are more foreign shoppers lately.

“Eat Local, Buy Local” is the concept stressed by many people these
days. As I read the story, I thought if SOFA personnel try that concept
while they are here on Okinawa, it will lead to the better economic
activities of farmers.

I think there are increasing opportunities for interaction with SOFA
personnel. In other words, we have more chances to get to know each

20 - KEGE - 2011FE BB www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

other. We should make the most of such opportunities.
Next time I see an American purchasing an Okinawan vegetable, I will
ask, “Do you know how to cook it? May I give you a recipe?”’

Sueko Yonamine, Uruma City
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I am grateful for the opportunity I had to enjoy the I1I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force Band concert that was held at the Convention Center.
got the Big Circle at the concert hall.

Operation Tomodachi, conducted by the U.S. Forces in the disaster-
stricken areas, has been a topic on the internet and in the newspaper. |
believe the U.S. Forces have made a maximum contribution to do their
part as a neighbor and friend.

I appreciate the members of the U.S. Marines and other services for
taking interest in the culture of Okinawa, volunteering in local events
and demonstrating a concern about the local community.

Thank you also for including the on-base event information. It will pro-
mote more exchange between the service members and local people.

I look forward to reading the future issues.

Minako Akamine, Nakagusuku Village
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Recycling competition benefits
environment, barracks, Okinawa

Rachael Nelson, an environmental scientist for Facilities Engineer Division
on Camps Foster and Lester, checks waste discrepancies at a barracks for
the Recycling Competition held between Feb. 14 and April 22. 2H 14H
MS54R22AICFTTONEY YL O VBEEDEEDED. REDZH%E
FARBF YT - TR —&VRY —fEREFWBOLAF oIV - R
WY URIBEEEMNE,

Pfc. Daniel E. Valle/Hiroko Tamaki

Wiaste generated within U.S. military
installations is taken out to the local com-
munities for disposal. Given the limited
capacity of the island’s landfill, recycling is
the key to reducing the waste.

For the fiscal year 2010, 19 tons of re-
cyclables, such as plastics, aluminum cans
and glass, were collected on Camp Foster
alone, according to Dennis F. Gamad,

an environmental
protection specialist
with the Recycling
Section, Environmen-
tal Branch, Facilities
Engineer Division.
To strengthen the
recycling efforts, the

environmental team
for Camps Foster and
Lester ran a recycling
competition for the
residents of the 10
bachelor enlisted quar-
ters Feb. 14 through
April 22.

'The competi-
tion was designed
to increase recy-
cling participation,
minimize recycling
discrepancies, enhance
recycling awareness
and reward barracks
tenants for their ef-
forts to comply with
Marine Corps Bases
Japan Order 5090.4.
The order directs all
commands, tenant
activities, contractors
and family members
to recycle and reuse materials and to reduce
solid waste generation.

“To be good ambassadors to our host
nation, we must comply with and respect
their environmental laws,” said Rachael W.
Nelson, an environmental scientist for FE
on Camps Foster and Lester. “Environ-
mental compliance ensures a positive re-
flection of the Marine Corps community.”

Nelson and Tomoyoshi Kiyuna, an
environmental protection specialist with

18- REGH - 2011FE ES  www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

FE on Camps Foster and Lester, oversaw
the competition.

“We set the rules, wrote the letter of
intent, collected and tallied discrepancies
and, based on Environmental Manage-
ment Plans Recycling Guidelines, wrote
and announced the winners,” said Nelson.

EMP lists which items are recyclable,
such as aluminum, glass, paper and plastic,
and how to separate the items into their
respective categories. Recyclable items
that were not properly separated accord-
ing to EMP counted as a discrepancy. The
barracks with the fewest discrepancies was
declared the winner.

Nelson and Kiyuna visited the bar-
racks weekly to document discrepancies.
Barracks tenants were encouraged to take
advantage of weekly cleanings to promote
recycling awareness.

The participants were very engaged in
the competition, said Nelson.

“Some even asked me how they could
win the competition,” she added.

'The winning barracks was on Camp
Foster and has 306 occupants from Marine
Wing Support Squadron 172 and Ma-
rine Wing Support Group 17, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing.

During the 10-week competition, the
winning barracks had 15 recycling discrep-
ancies. Typically, the discrepancy was not
removing the cap or label from plastic PET
bottles or flattening cardboard boxes.

'The participants enjoyed the competi-
tion and were happy to be rewarded for
good behavior.

“There really are no losers in this
competition,” said Nelson. “All partici-
pants win through their achievements in
following mandated recycling orders and
respecting our host nation’s environmental
laws.”
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Recycling guidelines are set by a Marine Corps Bases
Japan Order. It provides information on categories of
recyclables, such as white paper, colored paper, PET
bottles, plastic bottles and other plastics. 7 B3 EEE
WIESOTTRITENTOWBUTAOIVHALA RSA
v, BWER., BaftE0i. Xy bRMV. ZOfhoR
Mb. 75RFyOBRGE. VYLV TREYE
TEXEC S ICBARELTUND,  Photos by Hirioko Tamaki

Each barracks has waste containers for cans, glass
bottoles, plastics bottles, plastic containers and paper.
FEEICZ, & EY. Ry bRV, TS5RAFV o
BH. HAOITIEIBREShTVS,
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Astronauts eat space food in their space
shuttle. Then what do Marines eat when they
are out in the field for combat or training?

Of course, they don’t carry cooking
utensils, and regular food could go bad after
just one day in a hot climate. Carrying canned
food is not ideal for extended operations be-
cause of the weight and space required.

So, Marines rely on Meals, Ready-to-Eat.
MRE:s are a ration specifically developed to
support service members who work in envi-
ronments where food-service facilities are not
available.

In 1963, the Department of

Defense started developing MREs as MRE

a lighter replacement
for canned rations.
At first, a waterproof
canvas pouch was
used to store a dehydrated meal, but it turned
out to be expensive.

In 1975, work began on storing food in a
plastic pouch. After a production test, it went
into special issue starting in 1981 and standard
issue in 1986, with a limited menu of 12
entrees.

Today, the number of MRE choices has
doubled and includes vegetarian meals. Taking
the meals a step further, the ration heater was
introduced in 1992 to allow service members
to warm up their food.

MRE:s contains entrees, such as pork
ribs or beef stew, side items, such as mashed
potatoes, vegetables or rice, bread or crackers,
desserts, such as cookies, chocolate cake or
lemon cake and beverages, such as fruit drink
mix, instant coffee or tea.

Each MRE also comes with an accessory
pack that contains a napkin, salt and pepper,
hot sauce, sugar, creamer, a spoon and every-
thing else needed to dine.

According to the U.S. Defense Logis-
tics Agency website, the contents of one
MRE meal bag provide an average of 1,250
kilocalories and one third of the military
recommended daily allowance of vitamins and
minerals.
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U. S. Air Force

Readiness Squadron help clean up Cape Zanpa Beach
Park April 21. 4A21H. BRBAEZIRRT 5%
FinEih 5518 Ui B PR DN ZE 5.

Airmen help
clean up
Cape Zanpa
Beach Park

Senior Airman Stephanie Hole
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Approximately 100 airmen and civilians from the
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron volunteered April
21 to clean up Cape Zanpa Park, collecting 50 bags of
trash consisting of bottles, cans and other items.

'The group scoured the beach, lighthouse and walk-
ing trails for misplaced garbage to pick up. The project,
part of the squadron’s continuous community service
initiatives, allowed airmen and civilians to work to-
gether on a more personal level outside of Kadena Air
Base.

“I'look forward to being in the Japanese community
with my fellow co-workers aiming towards keeping
Okinawa a beautiful place for all to enjoy,” said Tech.
Sgt. Darris Wyatt.

Their willingness to take an hour to work together
in a different setting outside of work and clean up the
local community really helped bring the squadron’s lo-
cal civilian employees and airmen closer as a team.

'The squadron was honored by the Good Deeds
Association of Japan last year for providing commu-
nity services such as visiting a nursing home in Ie Jima
and conducting community clean-ups. It was recently
announced that the 18th LRS had earned recognition
again this year.
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Airmen and local civilian employees from the Kadena Air Base 18th Logistical
Readiness Squadron volunteer to clean up Cape Zanpa Beach Park April 21. 48
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American certified as sanshin teacher

Chip Steitz
Public Affairs Officer
10th Support Group, U.S. Army

Seven years ago, Jonathan Beyer, an
attorney with the Department of Defense
Dependent Schools, embarked on a journey
to learn more about the rich culture and
heritage of Okinawa. As a testament to his
interest in learning, Jonathan started playing
the sanshin, a banjo-like musical instru-
ment. Over the years, he has fine-tuned his
skills and recently became a certified sanshin
instructor.

His accomplishment represents a tremen-
dous achievement as only a few individuals
have reached this level. He may be the only
American to do so in 12 years or more.

“Seven years ago, when I wandered into
the Chatan Nirai Center inquiring about a
sanshin teacher, I never could have imagined
that I would eventually occupy that distinc-
tion myself. I initially looked to the sanshin
as a way of exploring music and learning
more about Okinawan culture.”

Beyer went on to explain more about the
rich cultural connections that play an integral
part in Okinawa history.

“Whatever the event, the sanshin plays
an integral role in the culture and history of
Okinawa. I soon learned from the patient
tutoring of my sensei and peers that Okinawa
Minyo, or folk music, is the living, oral his-
tory of Okinawa. I feel fortunate to have been
invited into a special community of Oki-
nawans who can preserve this living musical

history through the practice of the sanshin. I
am honored by the smiles of surprise of older
Okinawans when they see an American play-
ing their music, and I hope I offer a positive
image of Americans as thankful guests on
this wonderful island.”

The surprise experienced by many Japa-
nese and Americans when they discover his
ability is a common occurrence.

“I first met Jonathan about seven years
ago when I returned to practice the sanshin
after a long-term period of absence. My
first impression of him was that there was a
Henna Gaijin (strange foreigner) wearing a
hunting cap, trying to play the sanshin,” said
Ryoichi Uechi, a fellow musician and friend.
“But his sanshin skills were already a notch
above mine.

Jonathan Beyer performs at
the 18th Annual “Sanshin No

Hi” (Sanshin Day) concert in
Yomitan Village, Okinawa.
HREEGEAHTITbNESE
18El =#»DH] aA>Y
—bTRET SV 3Ty
¥« NALY¥—Z A, Photos

courtesy of Jonathan Beyer
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“I have so much respect and admiration for

Beyer’s wife Yoko, remains very supportive.
Jonathan and his commitment to practicing

“A certified instructor such as Jonathan is

in his dedication to the Okinawan traditional
performing arts. He values and respects his
“The lyrics of Okinawa Minyo are gener-
dialect expressions have been gradually fading
away and now remain only in the Minyo lyrics.
therefore a valuable presence and can play an

traditional culture all over the world, now and
and playing the sanshin. I am Japanese and he
knows more about Okinawa than me!”

ally written in the local dialect. Many of the
important role in spreading the Okinawan
for future generations. Hats off to Jonathan.

fellow players and his character is truly loved

impressed by the passion and professionalism
by all.

developing our skills together. I am always

N AR=NRIPRNRMNVUROWEH S 5B 0 B - O — Q)




(above) Participants to the “Okinawan First” Festival line up to meet and talk to
representatives from the 18th Force Support Squadron Non-Appropriated Funds
office. (right) Willis Wheeler, deputy director of a U.S. government contractor,
speaks to the businesspersons during an individual meeting.
BMBHBBERORRELFELELLSILAERN FFFTY - 77— 7R
(R) MRERDOANLEICEEZTHBEKIZI1=FT1—Y
—EXBEZHBOI 4 VR - 914 —5—EBIEEK Photos by Hiroko Tamaki
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US Forces strengthen
business relationships

with Okinawa companies

Hiroko Tamaki

The contracting officers of the
U.S. Forces on Okinawa gathered
April 22 at the Okinawa Chamber
of Commerce & Industry Hall in
Okinawa City to give insight to
Okinawa’s local vendors on what
business opportunities are within
their reach.

The event, called “Okinawan
First” Festival, was co-hosted
by the Okinawa Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and the
American Consulate General,
Naha, to help local companies
build business relationships with
the U.S. government.

“We decided to organize this
event because there has been in-
creasing interest in doing business
with the U.S. Forces,” said Seitoku
Shimabukuro, director of Admin-
istration Division of OCCI.

Ten presentations were given
by the contracting offices of the
Army, Navy, Air Force and Ma-

rine Corps as well as organizations
that provide services to the U.S.
military.

“There are several hundred
business opportunities that exist
here,” Lt.Col. Phillip L. Hendrix
IT, commander of 18th Contract-
ing Squadron, U.S. Air Force, said
during his presentation. “We want
to make these business opportuni-
ties available to local businesses
and create a win-win situation.”

The products the U.S. military
installations would purchase in-
clude auto parts, gravel, furniture,
office and recreational supplies,
kitchen equipment, uniforms and
arranged flowers. They need
services ranging from landscape
beautification to entertainment
and craft instructors.

“We purchase a wide range of
goods and services so we would
love to hear what Okinawan ven-
dors can offer,” said Junko Yagi,
supervisory purchasing agent with
the 18th Force Support Squadron

12 KEZE - 201MF ES www.okinawa.usmce.mil/BigCircle

Non-Appropriated Funds.

Businesspeople who want to
speak to contracting officers per-
sonally could meet with them
during individual meetings.

“We've heard a lot today (about
the business), and I think this is the
firststep forward,” said Akiko Ka-
meshima, one of the participants
and president of Manyu Shoji, an
import/export company. “This
event helps spread the information
that has been shared by a limited
part of the business community.”

“It was great to learn about the
U.S. Forces as a business partner
and discover new business oppor-
tunities,” said Shimabukuro.

The contracting offices also
benefit from obtaining what they
need from the local market rather
than having it shipped from main-
land Japan or the U.S.

“It was a great opportunity
for all contracting offices to col-
lectively provide information to
local businesses on what we do,

what we buy, the rules we oper-
ate under and how they can seek
opportunities to do business with
the U.S. Government,” said Kim
Sakura Higa, deputy director of
Supervisory Contracting Office,
Marine Corps Regional Contract-
ing Oftfice Far East.

Four weeks after the event,
Higa has seen an increase in
inquiries and contacts from local
vendors.
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An Okinawan businessman exchanges business

cards with Cynthia Mckeague, Okinawa director

of General Services Administration, and Edward

Oyadomari from Okinawa Industry Promotion Public
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(from left) Mark Blackburn, operation chief, Justin

Hays, investigations officer, Takako lha, supervisory
investigations technician, and Jeffrey Rodriguez,
investigations officer, all part of Criminal Investigation
Division, Provost Marshal’s Office, Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, pose with a certificate of appreciation from
Okinawa Prefectural Police Headquarters. jh#BIREEA
BhoBESNERERERSD (ENHS) v—0 -7
Sy ON—VEBEAFRER. PvRT 12 - AN X0
SEIEEIRLTR. FREFEREERWE. 227Y
—-akry &ZK{SEEEWEo Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

Hiroko Tamaki

Where there is a community, there

__usually is a law enforcement entity. In

Okinawa, where the local and U.S. mili-

| tary communities co-exist, two separate

= police authorities work together behind

- the scenes, sharing information, conduct-

| ing joint operations and taking preventive
actions.

' Criminal Investigation Division,

Provost Marshal’s Office, and Okinawa’s

investigative organizations share informa-

tion on a regular basis, according to Mark

S. Blackburn, operation chief of CID.

“We have a good mutual transfer of
information. They have certain rules they
have to abide by, and we have certain rules
we have to abide by, but we have a free
exchange of information.”

If a Japanese prosecutor decides to drop
a case, the Marine Corps may proceed
to take action based on the information
provided by the Japanese police.

“Charges off base may be dropped for
restitution to the victim, but the Marine
Corps has to follow up and obtain informa-
tion we get from the Japanese police for the

e

RETEH

,,i Criminal conduct [

Family court ssams REARPR

- Detention center sen

Procedure of criminal charge
=t

Protection s
Direction s«

decreased age 12
years old who
committed crime,
they are going to
Juvenile detention
center

Presentation slides for a crime prevention lecture at Lester Middle School by the Okinawa
Prefectural Police Headquarters. Officers with the Criminal Investigations Division, Provost
Marshal’s Office, MCB Camp Butler, helped OPP tailor the presentation to fit American
students. , HHRIRERAIN L R —RERETITo IHTHIEHZEDMETERALERS
1 K. ERRULFEEEROBEED. 7AYNWADEFERIFICRS A FZ2{EVET FBIITF

% U=, Slides courtesy of Criminal Investigation Division, Provost Marshal’s Office

commander to make a decision whether he
wants to prosecute,” said Blackburn.

‘The two parties not only conduct sepa-
rate investigations but work jointly in some
cases.

“We do joint operations quite often with
Okinawa Regional Customs to prevent
black marketing,” said Blackburn.

“At the end of the day, they are law
enforcement and we are law enforce-
ment. We are trying to do the right thing:
prevent crimes from happening and find
guys who have broken the law,” said Jeffrey
Rodriguez, CID investigations officer.
“Either way, we are going to work together
to accomplish that goal.”

'The key is good communication be-
tween the two sides.

“It is really important to have a good
relationship with your counterpart because
it is going to affect the investigation,” said
Takako Iha, a Japanese supervisory investi-
gation technician with CID.

“Anytime there is a change in supervi-
sors, we have a sit-down meeting and get to
know the new supervisors,” said Blackburn.

Although personnel on the both
sides rotate on a regular basis, the same

Japan,; US lawsenforcement
agencies work together

people come back so they can build lasting
friendships, according to Rodriguez, who
has more than 10 years of experience on
Okinawa.

One tangible example of the coopera-
tion is the presentation Okinawa Prefec-
tural Police gave at Lester Middle School
on crime prevention and safety. CID’s
support and coordination with the school
made the presentation possible.

OPP had given the presentation to -
schools in local communities throughout
Okinawa, but never before on base.

“We were not sure if the presentation
would fit the American students,” said
Kenji Teruya, a youth support officer with
the Youth Division, Community Safety
Department, Okinawa Prefectural Police
Headquarters. “The Japanese investigators
at CID helped us tailor the presentation to
make it easier for the American students to
understand.”

“Students told me the presentation was

useful, and they learned that some Japanese =«
regulations were different,” said Kaoru il
Kishimoto, CID criminal investigator. “‘,;\"
“I was glad to know our hard work was b 15

rewarded.”
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American children read books to Japanese

A Bob Hope Primary
School student reads a
book to an Aisho Gakuen
student at Urasoe City
Library May 26. 5H26
H., #ATIREET
EMZFEOEEICKEE
FATHIFERT -
R—TINERDER.

Students from
Bob Hope Primary
School and Aisho
Gakuen sing with '
hand gestures at {
Urasoe City Library
May 26 . HA7E
T—HICHER
SKRT - k-7
INER E B
BoF#eb,

Hiroko Tamaki

Children from the Bob Hope
Primary School met Japanese students
and read English books to them at the
Urasoe City Library May 26.

The children paired up, and one-
on-one book reading started as soon
as they sat down.

The American children, ages 6 to
8, were from the gifted program.

The gifted program is a special
program for intellectually gifted chil-
dren. It is designed to help children
born with extraordinary abilities
develop their talent.

After reading a book, they showed
their Japanese friends how to play a
game they made to go with the book.

“The (Japanese) children have an
English class twice a week with a
native English-speaking person, so
they are used to hearing English,” said
Fujiko Yoseda, the principal of the
Aishou Gakuen, a private kindergar-
ten in Urasoe City.

“This is a great chance for them

to meet American children of their
age,” said Asako Tamayose, a teacher
who has been working at the Aishou
Gakuen for eight years.

The idea was born when Mar-
cella Park, a teacher at Bob Hope, and
Heather G. Eaton, an official with the
U.S. Consulate General, Naha, met at
a swim team practice.

“She told me she was looking for
field trip ideas for her gifted students.
We were looking to increase the
amount of outreach programming,”
said Eaton. “The events that tend to
be most successful are those we do in
collaboration with preschool students.”

It was successtul for both groups
of children.

“They were nervous at first, but I
could see kids are very open to a dif-
ferent culture,” said Tamayose.

“The gifted children already know
how to read to themselves, so the next
step is to learn how to read to someone
else and how to teach. So, such a pro-
gram would be good for the students,”
said Eaton.

8. KEHEH - 2011FE ES  www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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A Bob Hope Primary School student shows a Japanese friend
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how to play a game she made to go with the book she read at
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Urasoe City Library May 26. 5H26H.
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Marines from Camp Schwab and citizens of Henoko engage in a
dance during the 38th Annual Henoko District Citizen's Track and
Field Meet Sports Day in Henoko May 15. The Marines participated in
seven of the 19 events offered at the event.. 5B 158 [C{Thhiz
#E3 8EIIFHXREMAT. By REHIF+>7 -2
—7DBEMELIFHRRE. BREKAIL. 19EBADS5D7E -
BICBMU7. Photos by Cpl. Anthony Ward Jr. =
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Henoko District Citizen's Track and Field Meet Sports
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Day in Henoko May 15. 5B 15HI|
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win first place in a bike relay during the 38th Annual
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Doctor Helx transports casualty
to US Naval Hospital during training

Cpl. Megan Angel

U.S. military and local and national Japa-
nese emergency-response services conducted
a bilateral field-training exercise, where, for
the first time, Japanese emergency-response
helicopters performed patient transports to
U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa April 27.

'The event was part of an emergency-
preparedness exercise conducted between
the U.S. military and Japanese emergency-
response services held to deepen the mutual
understanding and cooperation between
the two countries, said Charles Bush, the
emergency management officer, U.S. Fleet
Activities, Okinawa. Exercises such as this
are directed under the U.S. Forces Japan
Instruction 1-200 and the U.S./Government
of Japan guidelines.

This year’s exercise utilized Cape Zanpa
Beach Park near Torii Station and USNH
Okinawa on Camp Lester to simulate the
emergency response to a helicopter crash off
the coast of the island, Bush said. U.S. and
Japanese “witnesses” called emergency num-
bers to report a helicopter crash, and Japanese
fire, police and Coast Guard first responders
were quickly dispatched, followed by U.S.
military first responders.

“A key objective for the field training
exercise was for units to form a bilateral
Incident Command Post to address the many
challenges,” said Bush.

Role players presented simulated chal-
lenges for the responders, including uncon-
scious crew members in the water, a deceased
pilot, a seriously-injured co-pilot, injured
U.S. and Japanese pedestrians and passengers
and a pallet of hydraulic fluid leaking into the
ocean, Bush said.

U.S. Navy and Japanese emergency-
response teams transported a simulated
casualty in a Japanese air ambulance, Chubu
Hospital’s “Doctor Heli,” to the U.S. Naval

Hospital for medical care.

'The event also included similar opera-
tions by Japan Coast Guard and U.S. Air
Force search and rescue helicopters that
also performed patient transport to USNH
Okinawa.

“A significant first (event) was incorporat-
ing U.S. and Japanese medevac and search
and rescue assets to pull three injured person-
nel from the ocean and fly them to the U.S.
Naval Hospital,” said Bush.

"There were many moving parts involved

in this exercise, said Mike Liem, the emer-
gency manager at USNH Okinawa. The

objective of hospital personnel was to receive
the injured patients, transport them into the
triage unit and treat them with appropriate
medical care.

USNH Okinawa emergency personnel
helped the Japanese ERTs off-load injured
personnel from the helicopter for movement
into the triage, assess the patients’ condition
and carry out treatment.

“It was a big deal for the hospital,” said
Liem. “This was the first time Japanese in-
terns were used to communicate between the
Japanese ERTs and hospital personnel. We
don’t get many opportunities like this.”
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Photos by Cpl. Megan Angel
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response training on Torii Station April 27. 4H27H

An Okinawa Prefecture Police diving unit secures a
mock casualty to a back brace during emergency-
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om the air ambulance, .
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A Bob Hope Primary School student
reads an English book to a Japanese
student from Aisho Gakuen at Urasoe
City Library May 26. 5H26H. &
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Friendship cannot be fostered overnight

It has been more than four months since the
massive earthquake and devastating tsunami
hit the northeast part of mainland Japan. The
spring edition of the Big Circle showcased
Operation Tomodachi, the humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief effort conducted by
U.S. Forces Japan to assist the Government of
Japan. We have received many positive reac-
tions from readers about the operation.

'The operation underscored how important
it is to have friends who can help during a dif-
ficult time.

'The key for this to happen is maintain-
ing strong ties to foster cooperative efforts. It
is important to work together to prepare for

emergency situations, establish close commu-
nication lines and share experiences that help
create a positive dialogue.

'This edition of the Big Circle again high-
lights such efforts.

The U.S. Forces and Japanese emergency-
response teams conducted a joint exercise in
April to ensure preparedness for a helicopter
accident. The Chubu Hospital’s helicopter,
‘Doctor Heli,’ transported a simulated casualty
to the U.S. Naval Hospital for the first time,
ensuring smooth communication between
Japanese rescue crews and Naval hospital-
emergency responders.

'The Criminal Investigation Office of

the Provost Marshal’s Office, Camp Butler,
constantly exchanges information and works
closely with Japanese law enforcement agencies.

In Henoko, Marines participated in a local
sports meet to share a fun experience and build
friendships.

Another notable initiative is the presenta-
tions made by contracting officers of the U.S.
Forces in Okinawa aimed at strengthening
business connections with local companies.
Many businesspeople took the opportunity to
build mutually-beneficial relationships.

Interactions at different levels and on a
regular basis are an effective way to build strong
friendships.
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Contracting specialists from Defense Logistics Agency Disposition Service Okinawa talk to a local businesswoman dur-
ing an individual meeting at the “Okinawan First” Festival held at the Okinawa Chamber of Commerce & Industry Hall
April 22. During the festival, contracting officers from the U.S. Forces in Okinawa made presentations to strengthen

business relations with the local community. 4 H22H [CdETDFEE TS
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